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ise him in his cradle; let it be a pledge of a lasting
alliance and union between our countries."

The same day there was a state dinner in the hall
of the Grand Couvert, and after dinner a concert in
the drawing-room of Peace. The palace was illu-
minated as on the days of levee. A thousand lights
hung from the ceiling, and candelabra holding forty
candles were set over each pier-table.

The Grand Duchess had brought with her to
France a young lady belonging to the Alsatian
nobility, the Baroness d'Oberkirch (who left the
delightful Memoirs). Since she was not a Russian,
she could not be presented either by the Grand Duch-
ess or by the Russian Ambassador; but the Queen
sent a footman to the Baroness to invite her to the
concert, without the formality of a presentation. She
said to the Grand Duchess, " I should have been very
unkind if I had deprived you of your friend when
I was anxious, on the other hand, to make everything
pleasant for you." Then turning to Madame d'Ober-'
' kirch, she said: " You are very fortunate, Madame,
to have so illustrious a friend; I really envy you, but
I cannot help envying, too, the Countess du Nord the
possession of such a friend as she says that you are."
Marie Antoinette spoke to the Baroness d'Oberkirch
five or six times during the concert. "You come
from a region," she said to her, "which I found on
my way here very beautiful and very loyal; I shall
never forget that it was there I received the first
greetings of the French. It was there that I was
first called Queen."